
 

 
 
 
 
20 May 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

We would like to thank you for all the support that you have given your children in 
enabling them to complete their End of Year 9 Assessments. We have asked 
departments to give a percentage mark for each paper and we will send each pupil 
an ‘Assessment Results Report’ which will include all of their marks.    

After the half term holiday, Year 9 will start their GCSE courses. This means they will 
begin studying the subjects they chose as their ‘options’, as well as continuing to 
study English, Maths, Science and RS. Each pupil will receive a new timetable, and 
we will try to ensure that any resources that are necessary to start the courses, such 
as new textbooks, are delivered to pupils.  

To help you understand what your child will be studying, we have asked Heads of 
Department to write a brief overview of the topics being covered this half term, and 
the first online lesson of each new course will give pupils more information about the 
GCSE course and each department’s expectations. The subject overviews are 
enclosed as a separate document. 

We hope pupils will enjoy the experience of studying the subjects they have chosen 
as they enter the next phase of their secondary school education. 
 
Please continue to read for a message from your child’s Head of Year. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Neil Hart 
Senior Assistant Headteacher 

 
  



 
A message from Mr Gaisford (Head of Year 9) 
 
Dear Parents Carers,  
 
I first want to start off by saying I hope you and your families are well. I also want to 

take the opportunity to thank you all for the hard work you have been putting in 

towards your subjects. These last 7 weeks have been very testing for everyone, but 

your response has been lovely to see, and I know your teachers would echo this 

sentiment. I would also like to say thank you to parents and guardians for your 

continued support; many of you, I know, are having to juggle work and home-

schooling at the same time, which, from my own experience, is challenging to say the 

least. 

Year 9 now has a new challenge, which is really exciting because you start your 

GCSE courses after the half-term break. I can’t say that the situation is ideal, but as a 

year group, we need to rise to the challenge.  If we were at school, I would be saying 

to you, “The only thing that can’t be found again is time lost,” and I don’t think this 

saying has ever been more appropriate than now. These next 7 weeks are absolutely 

crucial and so I can’t stress enough the importance of getting into the right routine 

and engaging with your subjects as you won’t get this time back. 

I also acknowledge that whilst exciting, it is also very daunting as you don’t have the 

support of classroom lessons. I want to say we are in this together: teachers, parents 

and carers. There will be lots of questions arising from your new lessons so please 

use the ‘comments’ section on Show My Homework to communicate with your 

subject teachers. I am also here to help and will gladly assist you with any problems. 

I am very proud to be your Head of Year, and I look forward to seeing you all back at 

school when the time comes. Until that time, look after yourselves and families, stay 

focussed and keep going. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr Gaisford 
Head of Year 9 


