
 

 
 
1 January 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Following my last letter at the end of last term, you will be aware of the increased 
number of local cases of COVID-19 and the changes in DfE guidance issued to 
schools.  
 
We are therefore having to make some changes to our own plans for the start of 
term.  Monday, 4th January, will now be "an additional INSET Day to plan for the 
testing programme and remote education".  
 
From Tuesday 5th January remote learning will start for all pupils, as we had 
previously planned. We will not be able, however, to hold the Year 11 Mock Exams 
until the following week, so they will have 4 days of on-line revision lessons instead. 
We will also make alternative arrangements for Year 7 pupils to support them with 
starting remote learning, as they will no longer be able to come into school on 
Tuesday morning, as planned. More information about all of this, as well as the 
testing programme will follow after our day in school on Monday. Plans will also be 
made on Monday for the provision for vulnerable pupils and the children of critical 
workers, which we will then communicate.  In common with other schools in the 
Borough we will also make arrangements for those pupils entitled to Free School 
Meals. 
 
The Staff Development Day which we planned to hold on Monday will be postponed 
until the Friday before all pupils return to school, which we are currently assuming will 
be Friday, 15th January. We had an important day planned and we do not want to 
lose its benefits because of what now needs to happen instead.  
 
I hope that this gives you enough of an indication of our thinking at this stage and 
sufficient reassurance to be able to rest further over the weekend without wondering 
what will be happening next week.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Richard Parrish 
Headteacher 


