
 
 
 
 
 
 
20 May 2020 
 
Dear Year 12 Parents, Carers and students 
 
At the end of this half term, I would like to thank you for supporting the school in our delivery of 
an online curriculum. Obviously, this has been a steep learning curve for everybody involved, 
including parents and carers. Over the course of last 8 weeks we have seen the online provision 
develop in so many ways: 
 

- Teachers are finding a variety of different ways to deliver their lessons, including: 
PowerPoints with audio commentaries, pre-recorded Zoom lessons, podcasts, YouTube 
videos, tests and quizzes created in Microsoft Forms, audio book recordings.  

- We have introduced online submission of extended written tasks that are given formative 
feedback.  

- Year 9 have completed the first online ‘End of Year Assessments’, and Years 7 and 8 
are due to start theirs after half term. 

- Many Year 12 students have participated in livestreaming lessons.  
- We have created a ‘Taking the Next Steps’ curriculum which introduces Year 11 pupils 

to BTEC/A Level study.         
 
As well as these innovations, we have maintained the consistent uploading of lessons into 
“Student Folders” in Show My Homework. We will continue to use Show My Homework as the 
focal point for our online curriculum for the coming weeks, and through staff training, we aim to 
give pupils a wide variety of styles of lesson.  
 
We have a system that is working well; however, we know that we need to continue developing 
how we deliver our online curriculum. The school is in the process of introducing Office 365 and 
Office Teams to all staff. We know this offers the next level of interaction between pupils and 
teachers needed to ensure our young people are fully engaging with the online curriculum and 
making the best progress possible in these circumstances. The introduction of Teams will take 
time as the school wants to make sure that staff and pupils are fully prepared for using the 
software and that safeguarding standards are maintained.   
 
As I will communicate with the Governors this week, I am extremely proud of the response of 
our parents and carers, pupils and staff to this situation; our community has shown great 
resourcefulness and resilience. I hope you are able to have some well-deserved rest during the 
half term holiday.  
 
Thank you so much to all the students who have applied for a position on the Student 
Leadership Team.  Applications were thoughtful and detailed and show a real sense of vision 
for our school.  Mr Spence and I will be in touch with you soon after half term with details of how 
and when you will be invited to an interview to continue with the process. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

Kathryn Eyre 
Acting Deputy Headteacher and Head of Sixth Form 
 
 



  
 
 


