
 

 
6 May 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
As we come to the middle of this half term, teachers have been focusing their efforts 
on continuing to introduce new content to pupils and to cover the areas of the 
GCSE/BTEC curricula that we think are best suited to be delivered online.  
 
The school continues to train teachers to use technology so that we can offer pupils a 
variety of different formats for their lessons. Teachers have shared with each other 
their expertise on how to add a voiceover to PowerPoint presentations, how to record 
a Zoom meeting and how to create a podcast. However, what is most important is 
that, whatever the format, the lessons are well-planned and focused on the needs of 
pupils.  
 
One area that is very important for Year 10 pupils to keep up to date with is work that 
requires ‘online submission’. Year 10 teachers are setting homework tasks on Show 
My Homework that need to be submitted online. These tasks are extended tasks and 
teachers will give formative feedback that enables pupils to develop their 
understanding and address any misconceptions. Please can you monitor your child’s 
homework for these tasks and encourage them to complete and submit the work. 
Please be assured, we will always remain sympathetic to the difficult situations many 
families find themselves in, and only ask that pupils do what they can.      
 
Finally, we would like to thank you for all the support you are giving your children to 
access the online curriculum. There will be important decisions made about the 
future of schooling over the coming days and weeks, but we will continue to focus on 
the quality of the work that we set for our young people.    
 
Please continue to read for a letter from your child’s Head of Year, Mr Rushton. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Neil Hart 
Senior Assistant Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
We have reached the point in this closure period where we want to increase the 
personal contact with our pupils.  I am pleased to inform you, that your son or 
daughter’s tutor will shortly be in touch.  
  
While it has been rightly emphasised that pupils must be completing and submitting 
their work to ensure that their GCSE learning continues, we also want to stress that 
now more than ever, our teachers are interested in looking after our pupils and 
making sure that they are okay.  
 
The telephone contact will be asking the following: 
·         How are you? 
·         How are your families? 
·         Have you sorted yourself a routine? 
·         Are you exercising / walking etc? 
·         Are you using SMHW to keep in touch with your teachers / tutors?  
 
Please use this as an opportunity to ask questions about work set and receive 
feedback but also to tell us how you are! We would love to hear how you are getting 
on.  
 
I have found our school assembly theme ‘ambition’ very helpful during this difficult 
time. It has reminded us of the importance of having a dream and a goal for our lives.  
It encourages us to persevere and keep going.   
 
Bear Grylls, the adventurer, author and Chief Scout, who knows a thing or two about 
when things don’t go to plan, writes, “The time to shine is when it is darkest. In other 
words: when it is all going wrong, give it your all, heave on that rope, and show that 
you are bigger than the obstacle.” 
 
Can I encourage us all to have big ambitions for our GCSE progress and attainment 
and for our personal circumstances, and that we would come out of this struggle 
stronger. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr Rushton 
Head of Year 10 
 
 
 


