
 

 
 
4 January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
May I start by wishing you all a Happy New Year.  It is good to be back in operation 
today for the planning day which I described in my letter of 1st January. 
 
As explained in letters dated 18th December and 1st January, tomorrow will be a set 
up day for remote learning with three sessions for each year group (now including 
Years 11 and 13). 
 
Please find attached an amended plan for remote learning from tomorrow, Tuesday 
5th January. 

• All Year Groups, 7-13, will not be in school and will have their day tomorrow 
divided into 3 sessions of 1 hour 20 minutes each, with that time being 
divided between on-line content or delivery and time for pupils and students 
to complete tasks. 

• Because we can no longer invite Year 7 into school, Mr Otterburn and Mrs 
Marvin will deliver a remote session to better introduce them to on-line 
learning.  The third session for Year 7 will be a session which gives them the 
chance to address any remaining concerns at the end of the day. 

From Wednesday 6th January, pupils and students should expect to follow their 
normal timetable of lessons to access remotely. 

• They will begin each morning as usual – and at the usual time for that Year 
Group - by registering their attendance at a Teams meeting of the form 
group.  

• Links to the Teams meetings and live events which will make up the days’ 
lessons will be sent to pupils in advance on the Class Teams General 
Channel.  

Our remote curriculum will be delivered via Microsoft Teams which is a platform that 
is already being used by pupils.  Microsoft Teams is a cloud-based platform which 
means that it can be accessed anywhere, anytime and on any device - including 
tablets and mobile phones.  For those of you who have not used Teams recently, 
there is a FAQ document attached regarding remote learning.  Please also be aware 
that there is a video on the homepage of our school website showing parents and 
pupils how to use Office 365 and Teams. 

Thank you to parents and carers who have been in direct contact with Mr Cook 
regarding key worker provision.  Families who have requested this provision will be 
completing their online learning alongside our vulnerable pupils and students and will 
receive separate communication confirming tomorrow and Wednesday onwards. 
 
We are beginning to turn our minds to the process of offering lateral flow tests to all 
staff, students and pupils, in accordance with the plans announced by the 
Government in December.   
 
 
We continue our efforts to keep our school site as safe as possible. On Monday we 
confirmed as a school that we will participate in the mass testing for secondary age 



pupils and students beginning across the country using new, quicker Covid-19 
tests. We anticipate that this will start week, beginning 11th January. On Wednesday 
we plan to send a letter communicating details of when, where and more specifically 
how these tests will be completed. The test is voluntary, but we will be encouraging 
everyone to take part.  
 
For this to happen we need to recruit a team of extra staff and volunteers, specifically 
for this purpose. You will receive an extra communication today, as to make this 
happen we are appealing to the community for volunteers. There are several roles 
we will need people to assist with and we are hoping that some members of our 
community may be able to put themselves forward. 
 
As soon as we know when the testing can begin we will let you know how it will 
operate. Similarly, we will be in touch again before the end of this week with details of 
arrangements for next week, taking into account any new announcements from the 
Department for Education.  At the moment, for example, we are still hoping to hold 
Year 11 mock exams as planned from next week and would encourage pupils and 
parents to work on that basis, unless you hear otherwise.  
 
At a time of considerable national anxiety, we press on in the spirit of St Paul to make 
the most of the opportunities which 2021 brings us.  We can already see some of the 
considerable challenges which we face, but we remain very grateful for the steadfast 
support which you and your families have given us since this started in March 2020.  
As a church school we remain also grateful for the Lord’s providential care. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Richard Parrish 
Headteacher 


