
 

16 October 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Face Coverings— Monday 19 October 2020   
  
You will have read the Headteacher's letter about face coverings earlier this week. 
We now also know that London is moving to tier 2. The reality of confirmed cases in 
our setting meant that we had a duty to look more carefully at what else we can do to 
protect the more vulnerable members of our community and raise the consciousness 
of all members of our community of the reality of the pandemic we are operating in. 
 
In light of the requirement to wear masks in a tier 2 local lockdown and our readiness 
as a school to move to this measure we are ready to communicate the principles we 
will be working with from Monday. 
 
Principles: 
 
1.  Any change from a lesson (including moves from tutor time) using 
 corridors or stairs to another classroom require pupils and students to wear 
 a face covering 
2.  Staff - where the layout of the school it particularly difficult to maintain 
 social distancing face coverings should be worn.  
3. Break - 'Cafe culture'. If a pupil is sitting down to eat or drink they may take 
 off their face covering. Face covering should be worn inside at all other 
 times 
4. Because face coverings are mainly intended to protect others, not the 
 wearer, from coronavirus (COVID-19) they are not a replacement for social 
 distancing and regular hand washing  
 
From Monday all pupils will need to bring to school an appropriate face covering.  
 
Please read the following guidance: 
A face covering should:  
 cover your nose and mouth while allowing you to breathe comfortably and fit 

comfortably but securely against the side of the face  
 be secured to the head with ties or ear loops (this means that bandanas or 

buff's are not appropriate)  
 be made of a material that you find to be comfortable and breathable, such as 

cotton  
 ideally include at least two layers of fabric (the World Health Organization 

recommends three depending on the fabric used)  
 unless disposable, it should be able to be washed with other items of laundry 

according to fabric washing instructions and dried without causing the face 
covering to be damaged.  

When wearing a face covering at our school you should: 
 Use hand sanitiser before putting a face covering on  
 avoid wearing on your neck or forehead or chin  



 avoid touching the part of the face covering in contact with your mouth and nose, 
as it could be contaminated with the virus  

 be aware of touch areas. Try not to touch unnecessary surfaces 

When removing a face covering:  
 only handle the straps, ties or clips  
 do not give it to someone else to use  
 if single-use, dispose of it carefully in a residual waste bin and do not recycle at 

the end of use 
 if reusable, wash it in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the highest 

temperature appropriate for the fabric  
 immediately place the face covering in a plastic bag and store it safely 
 use hand sanitiser once removed  
 
Please note:  
1). Pupils are encouraged to carry their own sanitizer to assist with the effective 
management of this process. Sanitizer is available for pupils and students who are 
unable to do this. 
2). All pupils must bring a plastic bag to store their mask in when they are not 
using the mask. This is essential for safe usage. 
3). If your child is exempt from wearing a face covering you must inform the 
school in writing. Without receipt of this communication we will expect pupils and 
students to be wearing a face covering when required. 
4). All pupils and students will be given further guidance during tutor time on 
their next day in school. Until pupils receive this further guidance and we can be 
sure we are using face coverings safely and responsibly the current rules on face 
coverings apply. This means for the maximum of 30 minutes before their tutor time 
while they are outside we are not asking pupils and students to use face coverings. 
We stick closely to the principle outlined above. 
 
We have the significant task of ensuring that face coverings are worn safely and 
effectively. Thank you in advance for your support during this transition. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Andrew Cook 
Acting Deputy Headteacher 
 


