
 

22 April 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome to the beginning of the summer term. I would like to use this letter to outline 
the focus of our online curriculum during this next half term, and how we are going to 
develop the ways we deliver this curriculum.  
 
The focus on each department will be on continuing to lead pupils through the GCSE 
curriculum. Departments have chosen the areas of the courses that are appropriate 
to be taught online and will continue to create bespoke lessons. We are aware of 
online resources such as ‘The Oak National Academy’ and ‘BBC Bitesize’ that we 
may use if we believe they are relevant.  
 
Teachers will be setting more homework that will require online submission and 
providing formative feedback to help pupils develop their skills. The school is training 
staff to use technology to enable them to support pupils’ learning, such as placing 
audio commentaries on lessons. At this point, however, there are no plans to 
introduce live streaming such as Zoom.  
 
Thank you for all your hard work! We realise that this is a challenging time for parents 
and carers and will continue to provide lessons and resources that give pupils 
structure to their day and develop their knowledge and understanding of the subjects 
they study.  
 
Please continue to read for a message from your child’s Head of Year. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Neil Hart 
Senior Assistant Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A message from Mr Rushton (Head of Year 10) 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we continue to come to terms with the fact that this is, sadly, time that will be lost 
in the classroom, we do not want it to be lost learning time. I am very proud that 97% 
of the Year group have logged on since returning from the Easter break and are 
engaged with the lessons and activities that have been set by class teachers. 
However, to make full use of this time and to keep their learning journey going, it is 
vital that they are submitting all work to their class teachers for assessment and 
teacher feedback. This is something that needs to improve. The Year 10 pupils must 
be completing the work set with the knowledge that the content that they are covering 
now will be in their exams next year.  

It is with sadness and regret, that I have to inform you that the one-week work 
experience, planned for the 1st June, has been cancelled.  In the past, this has 
proven to be a significant time for our pupils as they develop first-hand appreciation 
and awareness of the necessary employment skills needed in the work place.  It 
gives them a better feel for what they do and don’t enjoy and the career choices they 
want to make.  Below is a link to an article from TARGETcareers about the role 
volunteering can play in helping young people gain valuable skills and experience.  

https://targetcareers.co.uk/careers-advice/skills-and-experience/894117-
volunteering-for-teens 

TARGETcareers is part of GTI Media. GTI has been helping young people figure out 
their future and find work since 1988. 

Resilience is the power to overcome setbacks, and more than ever I believe Year 10 
have an opportunity to develop and demonstrate this quality. We know by now that 
resilience is needed at lots of different times in life, sometimes when smaller things 
don’t work out as you’d hoped and other times when big things don’t go to plan. Can I 
encourage us all to persevere and continue to show determination and grit towards 
our studies and personal circumstances?  I believe that as we do, we will become 
better equipped to deal with whatever life throws at us.  

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mr Rushton 
Head of Year 10 

https://targetcareers.co.uk/careers-advice/skills-and-experience/894117-volunteering-for-teens
https://targetcareers.co.uk/careers-advice/skills-and-experience/894117-volunteering-for-teens
https://groupgti.com/

