
 

 
23 April 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Year 13 Parent or Carer, 
 
Welcome to the beginning of the summer term.  We would like to use this letter to 
clarify how the school will create A Level grades for students but we should also take 
this opportunity to congratulate the Year 13 student leaders for the feat of 
organisation they carried out on the recent Easter Quiz. It was absolutely brilliant to 
see so many students and teachers taking part and looking so upbeat; it was a real 
opportunity for our community to come together during these unusual and 
challenging times.  Mr Gaisford is sure that the community at large shares his 
pleasure in the outcome!  There has also been a real drive to try and help bridge the 
gap between school and university and teachers and departments have been 
directing pupils to university courses and other resources.   
 
The Government and Ofqual have now set out their strategy for generating GCSE 
and A Level grades. Many of you will have seen the video the school directed you to, 
or read the Ofqual guidance, but here is a brief summary.   

1. The school will provide each examination board with two pieces of 
information: a) the grade that we would award each student if they sat their 
examinations in May/June; b) the rank order of these grades. 

2. Departments will decide these grades by looking at all evidence available: 
mock examination grades, non-examination assessments (coursework), 
classwork and homework. 

3. Departments should base their grades on work completed before the 
school was closed on 20thMarch. 

4. Non-examination assessments should not be completed if they were 
incomplete when schools were closed, but any work already done can be 
used to help teachers make their decisions about grades.  

5. Students will be given the opportunity to sit examinations in the Autumn term. 
They can then use either of the grades they were awarded.  

6. The school will send the grades to the examination boards and they will then 
apply their processes for deciding the final grades the students will receive. 
Please note the grades the school awards might be different from the final 
grades the examination boards award.   

We have created a rigorous strategy for deciding the examinations grades and all 
departments will follow the process. Teachers are not permitted to tell students the 
grades they have awarded; students will need to wait for the official grades to be 
published.  
 
 
 
  



During this half term, we will continue to encourage students to engage with the work 
in the subjects that they plan to study in September.      
  
Thank you for all your hard work! We realise that this is a challenging time for parents 
and carers and will continue to provide support and information for you and your 
son/daughter. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kathryn Eyre 
Acting Deputy Headteacher and Head of Sixth Form 


