
 

 
 
 
26 June 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As we come to the end of the first fortnight of pupils and students from Years 10 and 

12 being back in school, I wanted to thank you for your support with this and to let 

you know that it has gone well.  We will continue with the same arrangements and 

timetable for the next two weeks.  

September: first thoughts 

As we begin to reflect on how things will be in September, we are seeking to take 

seriously the Government’s reassurance that schools will be able to open to pupils 

from all year groups. In our case we imagine that our priority for the first two days of 

the Autumn Term when the school is open to pupils, namely Thursday 3rd September 

and Friday 4th September, will be those in the new Year 7 and new Year 12. We 

imagine that the new Year 10 will follow soon afterwards, and that new Year 8 and 

the new Year 9 would return in the week beginning Monday 7th September, along 

with the new Years 11 and 13 who are already used to being back in school. 

Whatever happens and whatever is medically possible, we will want to have a 

phased return for pupils, one year group at a time. We will have to recognise that 

many pupils will have been away from school for several months and ensure that the 

return is carefully organised.  These are only our first thoughts but we wanted to 

reassure you that we are already giving this some thought. 

Works on the school site 

Work has begun to replace the pipes connecting the boiler to the heating system and 

also to replace many of the radiators in the Hall and Sixth Form Centre, as well as to 

improve the provision of hot water to the school kitchens. This will finish in the middle 

of August. Until then, these parts of the school site are closed.  

Reports for Years 7 and 8 

Following the successful completion of the recent Assessment Weeks, reports are 

being prepared for both Year 7 and Year 8 pupils. In both cases pupils will receive a 

set of marks for their assessments in each subject. Year 7 will also receive a written 

subject report for each subject and Year 8 will receive an overall report from their 

Form Tutor and Head of Year, as they will receive a Full Report in the second part of 

next term. It is difficult to know exactly what to do in these unusual circumstances, 

but we thought it important to prioritise Year 7 at this point, as they only had one half 

of their parents evening in January and the second half in April was cancelled.  

Year 9 will receive the results of their assessments next week.  They have made a 

good start to their GCSE courses in this half-term. 



Working against racism within the school community 

As mentioned in my letter to you three weeks ago, we have been thinking hard about 

the implications of the death of George Floyd for this school community. The 

Governors have this week placed a statement on the school website which 

summarises some of the actions we want to take in response to the greater 

awareness of racism in our society.   

As the Headteacher of a multi-racial Christian school I also think that it is important 

that I do much more than I have done to ensure that we as staff have a higher 

cultural awareness, that our policies and procedures are more robust and effective in 

this respect and that the curriculum fully reflects the good work being done nationally 

in this area.       

I am indebted to Mr Bowers and Ms Hutchinson for leading the staff Racial Equality 

and Empowerment Working Group which we have set up. An exciting vision is being 

developed for this area of our work. In September, once we return to school, we hope 

to involve parents and pupils also in this process of re-thinking how we do things.  

Ms Whittaker, Mrs Marvin and another group of staff have been collecting responses 

from pupils for a short film, which will appear on the school website next week.  

School assemblies on “The Fruit of the Spirit” 

These continue each day. They are all available on the school website. Those on 

Thursdays, led by pupils and students, are particularly worth seeing.  It has been a 

good way of understanding these important Christian concepts so much better.  

And lastly, a competition ... 

In order to mark Windrush Day 2020, the History department is running a competition 

for students in all year groups. Students will have to complete research on an aspect 

of the Windrush and present their research in a creative way. We hope students will 

enjoy this opportunity to learn more about the significance of the Windrush. There will 

be prizes for the best entries in each year group and we will also publish some of the 

best work on the school website. Information about the competition can be found on 

the student drive of Show My Homework. 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Richard Parrish 
Headteacher 
 


